St Martin of Tours Chelsfield
St Martin’s worships and serves a loving God,
reaching out to the community in the name of Jesus Christ.

Sunday 21 June 2020

There are some things that folk wish Jesus had said, that he never did.
For example he never said, “Come to me and all your problems will be
solved!” Then there are things he did say that perhaps folk rather wish he
hadn’t, like: “I have not come to bring peace but a sword” or “If you love
family more than me, you are not worthy of me”. These two appear along
with several other difficult thoughts in today’s gospel reading.
Our nation today stands in crisis – ‘Covid-19’, ‘Black Lives Matter’,
economic hardship, the threat of massive unemployment, reducing the
carbon footprint etc; all these things demand that we pause and take stock
of what our new ‘normal’ life might look like. Will we learn from our current
history and the threats we face? Will we look to find ways of grace,
understanding and forgiveness as we strive for peace, equality, justice and
freedom; or will anger, prejudice, violence, hatred and selfishness
continue to widen the fault lines in our society?
Our nation, our church, and we ourselves need to reflect on and respond
to these challenges as we examine our lives and the society we have
created – this may be an uncomfortable exercise in times when our vision
has become blurred, our strength sapped and our brains scrambled by the
onslaught of media coverage.
Jesus never promises us an easy life – but he offers eternal life.
Jesus promises us times of suffering – but tells us not to fear.
Jesus invites us to lose or lives for his sake - in order to find them.
Hard sayings indeed, but we need to take them seriously.
Lord, help us to hear not what we would like you to say, but what you need
us to hear – that we may be agents of your grace and love.
Revd John

You are invited to spend a quiet time with these prayers,
readings and reflection.

Prayers for the week

Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love
are nothing worth: send your Holy Spirit and pour into our
hearts that most excellent gift of love, the true bond of
peace and of all virtues, without which whoever lives is
counted dead before you. Grant this for your only Son
Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen
[Collect for the Second Sunday after Trinity]

Eternal God, source of all blessing, help us to worship
you with all our heart and mind and strength; for you
alone are God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for ever and
ever. Amen.
[New Patterns For Worship]

Lord God, creator of all people,
may your Son who suffered the inhumanity of the cross
comfort us in our anxiety and in our horror,
in times that take our breath away.
May your Holy Spirit inspire us to repentance
and to action in dismantling the virus of racism
from within the Church, our nation and our world. Amen.
[Revd Canon Jeremy Blunden
Rector of St George's w St Barnabas Beckenham
and Bishop's Adviser for BAME]

Today’s psalm
Psalm 69:14-20
As for me, I make my prayer to you, O Lord;
at an acceptable time, O God.
Answer me, O God, in the abundance of your mercy
and with your sure salvation.
Draw me out of the mire, that I sink not;
let me be rescued from those who hate me
and out of the deep waters.
Let not the water flood drown me,
neither the deep swallow me up;
let not the Pit shut its mouth upon me.
Answer me, Lord, for your loving-kindness is good;
turn to me in the multitude of your mercies.
Hide not your face from your servant;
be swift to answer me, for I am in trouble.
Draw near to my soul and redeem me;
deliver me because of my enemies.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Today’s readings
Jeremiah 20:7-13
7

O Lord, you have enticed me,
and I was enticed;
you have overpowered me,
and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughing-stock all day long;
everyone mocks me.
8
For whenever I speak, I must cry out,
I must shout, ‘Violence and destruction!’
For the word of the Lord has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.
9
If I say, ‘I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name’,
then within me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones;
I am weary with holding it in,
and I cannot.
10
For I hear many whispering:
‘Terror is all around!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!’
All my close friends
are watching for me to stumble.
‘Perhaps he can be enticed,
and we can prevail against him,
and take our revenge on him.’
11
But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not prevail.
They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonour
will never be forgotten.
12
O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous,
you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.
13
Sing to the Lord;
praise the Lord!
For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.

The Letter of Paul to the Romans 6:1b-11
Dying and Rising with Christ
1

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2 By no
means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know
that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
5

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly
be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self
was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we
might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from
sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he
died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The Gospel according to Matthew 10:24-39
Not Peace But A Sword
‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25 it is
enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much
more will they malign those of his household!
24

‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say
to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim
from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill
the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are
not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the
ground unperceived by your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are
all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows.
26

‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33 but whoever denies me
before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.
32

‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not
come to bring peace, but a sword.
35
For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
36
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
37
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and
whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
39
Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake will find it.
34

Prayer for healing and strength in the current crisis

God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our
places of pain and fear. Look with mercy on those who
have contracted the new virus, on any who are
vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger. Through this
time of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the
best not the worst in us. Make us more aware of our
interdependence on each other, and of the strength that
comes from being one body in you. Through Christ our
wounded healer. Amen.
[Revd Dr Sam Wells; St Martins in the Field, London]

Scriptural Comfort
'Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your
God. I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with
my victorious right hand'
(Isaiah 41:10)
'Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.'
(Philippians 4:6,7)
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal
life.’
(John 3:16)

As we do not know how long this situation will last it is important
that we look out for one another.

Please let Revd John know of anyone who is ill or in distress.
Or if you need prayer or spiritual support,
or are lonely and just need a short chat please phone.

Daily HOPE is a national, free phoneline
from the Church of England on 0800 804 8044.
The line is available 24 hours a day and offers music, prayers and
reflections, as well as full worship services from the Church of England at
the end of a telephone.
For today’s online Sunday service from the Church of England visit:
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online

For other Church of England resources please visit:
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-liturgy-and-prayerresources
For more information on St Martin's please visit our web site and Facebook page:
www.stmartinchelsfield.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ChelsfieldStMartins
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